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MICRO EVS

Scout e-bike range is an 
attention grabber
The Scout 750 electric bike looks so 

much like the Indian motorcycle of 
the same name that even motor-

bike riders slowed to have a closer look.
In fact, a group of motorcyclists walk-

ing past the Scout display at Bikes & 
Barbers in Newmarket, Auckland, called 
in to check it out.

The Scout from Boost Bikes has that 
sort of “phwoar” appeal, shop manager 
Darleen Tana says.

That’s evident on the road too, the 
Scout attracting admiring and astonished 
glances from all – even a few compli-
ments from cyclists.

Combining retro style with quality 
componentry, the Scout comes with the 
option of 300W, 500W and 750W motors 
(Bafang rear hub), five-level pedal assist, 
fat 26-inch tyres, seven-speed gears, 
quick-stopping hydraulic disc brakes, a 
top speed around 45km/h and 25-50km 
range.

The Scout seems to be a frontrun-
ner in the developing trend of e-bikes 
modelled on old-style motorbikes, the 
“fuel tank” housing the battery, and the 
LED headlight, “moustache” handlebars 
(with leather grips), saddle and fat tyres 
adding to the resemblance.

Even the cops take a closer look at 
the Scout to ensure it’s not a motorcycle 

being ridden on cycleways.
The e-bike’s retro motorcycle look got 

Phil Marquet of Boost Bikes interested. A 
“sometimes” mountain bike rider, Marquet 
got involved with e-bikes after a knee op-
eration about three years ago. “I liked the 
philosophy and got hooked on the whole 
thing,” he says.

“I wanted something different – which 
had attitude to it.” 

He found that in the Scout and similar 
e-bikes modelled on motorcycle styles of 
the 1930s-50s.

They were launched world-
wide about a year ago and sales 
are going well in the US under a 
different brand.

Marquet has only recently 
introduced them to New Zealand. 

As well as online purchases, 
Boost Bikes is also selling its 
wares through selected bike 
shops, gradually spreading 
around the country.

The Scout has the option of 
mudguards, a rear carrier with in-
built light, plus accessories such 
as after-market pannier bags can be fitted 
if you wish. 

The 1.8-metre long e-bike weighs 
about 32kg, with the ride comfortable 
and stable even without shock absorb-
ers – it doesn’t need them as the fat tyres 
(pumped to about 22PSI) and saddle 
absorb any bumps. 

A test run over more than 50km 
showed good range, with just two used of 
the five bars of battery power showing on 
the centre screen after about 25km.

That run included hills and using all 
pedal assist modes (1-5), with anything 
above 2 PA providing fast acceleration. 
A throttle on the right handlebar gives a 
further boost if needed.

Even if you run completely out of 
juice you could get home on pedal 
power alone.

The Scout also has three power levels, 
from the lowest (Eco) to standard (STD) 
and the highest (Power) which lets you 
add more oomph to the pedal assist.

The bike is particularly suitable for 
heavier people and allows gradual fitness 
gains with hills easily disposed of.

Braking is quick and efficient, the 
Scout able to pull up comfortably with 
brake lever activation automatically cut-
ting out pedal assist and throttle use. 

Gear changes are easy using the right 
handlebar mounted thumb shift (push a 
button to go up through the gears and 
pull back the lever to go down).

It’s an easy and fun bike to ride, per-
haps more suited as a “cafe cruiser” than 
a commuter bike but still OK for the latter.

And you can take the Scout off road, 
down forest tracks and on beaches if you 
wish.

A quality e-bike, the Scout is fully 
safety compliant, backed by warranties 
and other support.

Prices start from $3490 for the Scout 
350, with the 750 now offered at a re-
duced rate of $4490 – about $460 off the 
original price.

Visit boostbikes.co.nz for more infor-
mation. 

The Scout 750

Editor Geoff Dobson at Bikes & 
Barbers Newmarket

Detail showing the leather handgrip, throttle, 
gear shift and bell




